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As part of the quest to intensify positive discussions on political issues in the Arab region, the Arab

Political Forum (APF) was held in a realistic and realistic discussion panel, on Friday, November 8, 2024

entitled:

The Lebanese Reality between the influence of Hezbollah and Israel expanded.

with the participation of a number of political science doctors and academics, representatives and mem-
bers of the Arab Political Forum, and a number of political science specialists and students.

The panel discussion consisted of five main axes, each of which dealt with a different topic to become
familiar with the Lebanese situation and to study the reality, before and present, and anticipate its

future.

The five topics of discussion were the following:

The first axis: the Lebanese reality before the war.

The second axis: the reasons for the war between Hezbollah and Israel.

The third axis: the course of the battle and the balance of power between Hezbollah and Israel.
The fourth axis: the chances and possibilities of stopping the war on Lebanon.

The fifth axis: Lebanon after the war, between the authority of the government and the influence of the party.

The dialogue and the exchange of theses were conducted between the participants in the discussion

panel on the five axes in a realistic and constructive manner.
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The first axis: the Lebanese reality before the war.

The first axis dealt with the Lebanese reality before the war in terms of the role and presence of the
Lebanese state and its influence in return for Hezbollah's influence, as well as the military aspect, and
the Lebanese economic and living reality.

The discussions in this axis concluded that the Lebanese state before the war was at its worst, and lost a
large part of its control over its decisions.

This shows that, the president of the House of Representatives"Nabih Berri", has temporarily assumed
the presidency of the country, and the position of the President of the Republic has remained without an
elected president over the previous two years.

As well as the absence of the actual role of state agencies and policies in front of Hezbollah's influence,
and the absence of the state's presence in general, whether internally or externally, and the reason for
the weakness of the state is due to the presence of Hezbollah, which contributed to the weakening of the
sovereignty and presence of the Lebanese state through its geographical, political and military influence.
This weakness experienced by the Lebanese state was reflected in the Lebanese reality, and made it a
country without a state, and it was reflected on the Lebanese people and their livelihood, and made them
in a country with a political vacuum, and a deteriorating economic situation that was tragically reflected

on the lives of the Lebanese.

The second axis: the reasons for the war between Hezbollah and Israel.

The second axis of the panel discussion dealt with the reasons for the outbreak of the war between
Hezbollah and Israel, which began in late 2023 AD, which lasted for a long time and did not end yet.

In its results, this axis concluded that the reasons that led to the war between the two parties were the
previous hostile situation between them, and not an emergency situation that occurred in the occur-
rence of the war on Gaza. It was presented for another reason, and it is likely that the war was carried out

as a support for the Gaza Strip after the October 7th operation and the Israeli attack on the Strip. The

party chose to form a support front for Hamas.

The third axis: the course of the battle and the balance of power between Hezbollah and Israel.

This axis discussed the size of the capabilities of the two parties, and the differences between each of
them in terms of these capabilities, as well as the size of the losses or profits incurred by the two parties
through the course of the battle between them.
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The axis concluded that the balance of power was not equal to the apparent Israeli superiority, and that
Hezbollah was forced into a battle in which it is the weakest link. And his deputy, Hashem Safi al-Din, the
leader, Fouad Shukr, and many of the party's leaders, members and soldiers of the party, in addition to
the losses strategic and military losses were lost, while Israel's losses were limited to part of the econom-
ic losses, following the strikes by Hezbollah with missile bursts on the Israeli interior. Lebanon and the

party was able to confront the grounds of the ground invasion by Israel.

The fourth axis: the chances and possibilities of stopping the war on Lebanon.

The fourth axis dealt with the opportunities and possibilities of stopping the war on Lebanon, as well as
the obstacles that stand in the way of stopping the war and the indicators that threaten to continue the
war.

This axis concluded that the war has indications of its cessation, most notably the escalating talk about
the draft ceasefire, which increases the chances and chances of a ceasefire, but there are two factors
that may hinder this and lead to the continuation of the war, the last of which is Trump's arrival in the US
presidency, which appears to be the case. It will support Israel to continue its war to liquidate the oppo-
nents, and the other factor is linking Hezbollah to stop the war on Lebanon to stop the war on Gaza,
complicating the possibility of stopping the war on Lebanon, despite the difference in the extent of the
seriousness of this link between the fate of Lebanon and Gaza by the party.

The possibility of stopping the war on Lebanon or Gaza remains linked to Netanyahu's personality, as he
shows that he is achieving his personal vision of the war, and he violates all expectations according to his

personal desires, which makes it difficult to predict the possibility of the war stopping or not.

The fifth axis: Lebanon after the war, between the authority of the government and the influence of the party.

The fifth axis dealt with the situation of Lebanon after the war, between the authority of the Lebanese
government on the one hand, and the influence of Hezbollah on the other, and whether the Lebanese

government will invest this war to limit Hezbollah's influence and strengthen its influence.

The results of this axis concluded that the battle took place and the current reality will go after the war,
after many of its leaders were liquidated, assassinated, and the majority of the first leading pyramid,

which entered the party into a stage of confusion and a shift from its basic strategies by de facto.

ol bl s siall
y ARAB POLITICAL FORUM (APF)




A large part of its strategic capabilities have also been targeted and neutralized, which supports the
possibility of Hezbollah's influence in Lebanon and its control over the Lebanese decision, but the Leba-
nese government is at its worst, and it does not appear to be able to fill the void that the party will leave
after the war in the event of a decline in its influence. You will go to a closer stage as it is a vacuum stage

in the actual power.

Through the general reading of the extracts and theses of the five axes, several main results of the
discussion can be deduced, which is that the Lebanese state was and still is weak and absent, the actual
role, and this is due to the broad influence imposed by Hezbollah at the expense of the Lebanese state,
and that the war took place for hostile reasons between the party and Israel, and that it surpassed all
previous wars between the two parties, in which the party received heavy losses on the political, military
or intelligence levels, in a clear Israeli superiority. Trump's arrival to the presidency of America, and that
Lebanon may continue to be more likely to accept the reality of a political vacuum that replaces the
Lebanese state, with the decline in Hezbollah's influence and the lack of the necessary capabilities for

the Lebanese government for its chances of influence and roles.
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